And now, for something
completely ditferent



My $300 Home Supercomputer
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2010-2011

* Facebook buys between 30,000 and 40,000 custom-built Dell 1U
rack mount servers for four new data centers

* [he Dell machines are custom-spec'd by Facebook and bullt by an
unknown Chinese contract manutacturer

e These servers cost Facebook between $3,000 and $4,000 each
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 Facebook decommissions tens of thousands of these machines as they
refresh their global server infrastructure and move to their new “Open
Compute” purpose-built server infrastructure
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* Dell, recyclers and other resellers scoop up the used servers by the
truckload and dump them on eBay, craigslist, etc.



Home | About | Contact | Catalog | RMA Request

“*** LIVECHA
Agents Currently Offli

peace of mind,
free with every server

—— & User Authentication & Cart Summary
Catalog AboutUs My Account Catalog > Dell PowerEdge Servers > 1U Rackmounts > Dell Custom Servers (C524-SC) |

Dell Custom Servers (CS24-5C)

Dell Rack Servers ; Dell CS24-SC

Dell Tower Servers >
Dell Blade Servers b

Dell Storage ; These Dell CS24-SC units are a custom made server created with High Performance
. Computing Clusters (HPCC) and cloud computing in mind. Value and power make
Dell EqualLogic : A these systems ideal candidates for large data center use. Made with only core
. DeLL | .. | elements, these systems offer you a straight forward, no nonsense approach for your
Nimble Storage custom IT solutions.
Kstati - :
i i DeLL | .} Helpful features include:
I S yS— ¢ Smart value, highly rack dense
Switches & Hubs e Custom made for large operations and data heavy environments
e Intel motherboard specifically designed for this server
Parts & Accessories :
VMware
STI Express
Current Specials Custom build your Dell C524-SC:
About Us ) 4-Port w/3.5 inch Drivul
Frequently Asked Questions
1U CS24-SC Dell Rack Server w/4x 3.5" HDD Bay, 1x 500W Power Supply, RAID 0 &
restired Partners 1, no PCI or Optical Drive
Finance Options CPU:
v "WIEX 2 2x Xeon Quad-Core E5420 / 2.5GHz / 12MB Cache / 1333FSB - SLBBL v
cearch RAM: . . 8GB PC-5300P-DDR2 Buffered Memory (2x 4GB) -
S Hard Disk Drive [0]: 250GB SATA2 7200 RPM Enterprise Hard Drive v
| | lGo | | Hard Disk Drive [1]: (None Selected) - B
Hard Disk Drive [2]: (None Selected) =
Navigation Hard Disk Drive [3]: (None Selected) B
» Catalog NIC: (Dual embedded Intel Pro 1000EB NICs - Included by default) v
e Dell PowerEdge Servers p m—
L e e et 14AWG 6ft Power Cord Cable 125V 15A NEMA 5-15P to C13 (3-Prong Male Plug ~
'%%23) RAID: Onboard Intel ICH9R RAID (Software Raid capable of 0 or 1) - Included by defai ~
e Dell Custom Rail Kit: : v
Servers (CS24- _ ficiinls)
SC) Operating System: (No Operating System) v
e Dell Custom .
Servers (CS24-TY) Warranty: 1 Year STI Limited Warranty v

e PowerEdge 1750
e PowerEdge 1850

(less shipping & handling) System Price: $186.00

e PowerEdge 1950 Enter Quantity - discounts at 3 and 5 units. (add to Estimate for pricing) |1 -\ Add to Cart |
e PowerEdge C1100

* PowerEdge R200 If you do not see a particular configuration or component that you need for your application, please call us toll

e PowerEdge R210 © free at 1-877-851-2260. We are more than happy to help with your custom configuration.

e PowerEdge R300

e PowerEdge R310
« PowerEdge R320 Fully Configured Dell C$24-SC Servers:

e PowerEdge R410

« PowerEdge R420 Dell €524-SC - 2x Quad-Core L5420 2.5GHz/ 8GB RAM/ 1x 500GB 7.2K SATA HDD
« PowerEdge R610 STI Refurbished / Certified Excellent Working Condition
: ﬁ°we’§§ge :(6:?22 b CPU: 2x Intel Xeon CPU Quad-Core L5420 / 2.5GHz / 12MB Cache / 1333MHz FSB
e PowerEdge 5 RAM: 8GB RAM
* 2U Rackmounts HDD: 1x S00GB 7.2K SATA Hard Drive
*4U, 6U & 7U PS: 1x 500 Watt Power Supply
Rackmounts Also Includes 1-Year STI Warranty
e Desktop / Tower
Servers
 Blade Servers QTY Included: 1 Server w/ Above Configuration
e Dell Storage $159.00
e Dell Laptops
* Workstations & PC's ADD TO CART

e Parts & Accessories



Shop by _

category Search... All Categories - Search  Advanced

epay

€ Back to search results | Listed in category: Computers/Tablets & Networking > Enterprise Networking, Servers > Servers, Clients & Terminals > Servers

Dell CS24-SC SERVER 1U 2X XEON QC L5420 2.50GHZ NO HDD 4xTRAYS 8GB DDR2
FREE Rail Kits included at Buy It Now Price ($25 Value)

OVER 1,000 UNITS IN STOCK! ltem condition: ~ Seller refurbished ] B | Add to watch list

“Servers are in excellent, like new condition! Server is fully

functional/working with 60 Day * ... Read more Seller information
] : : ‘ deepdiscountservers (1038 #)
/ Quantity: |1 | B L 100% Positive feedback

4+ Follow this seller

Price: US $179.99

Visit store: fi‘ deepdiscountservers

Add to cart See other items

Best Offer: Make Offer

. — FREE SHIPPING 6 watching © Add to watch list

WITH 60 DAY WARRANTY % Add to collection

100% positive

Free shipping 60-day returns feedback
o Voul earn $3.60 i ey Bucke ) FOR SHOPPING AT
i A e D You'll earn $3.60 in eBay Bucks. See conditions et)ay

Shipping: FREE Standard Shipping | See details
Item location: San Jose, California, United States
> Ships to: Worldwide See exclusions

Delivery: Estimated between Tue. Oct. 21 and Mon. Oct. 27 @

Payments: PayPal| See details

% Have one to sell?  Sell now

Returns: 60 days money back or item exchange, buyer pays return
shipping | See details

Guarantee: €Day/” MONEY BACK GUARANTEE | See details

Get the item you ordered or get your money back.
Covers your purchase price and original shipping.
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 But Facebook also kept thousands of “cold spares,” machines that
were bullt and shipped, but never installed or used — and those
machines are also available in the market...
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 But Facebook also kept thousands of “cold spares,” machines that
were bullt and shipped, but never installed or used — and those
machines are also available in the market...

e ...and yours truly just bought one.
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Dell Cloud Server C524-SC
BasiC Specs

2 X Intel Xeon Quad-Core 2.5Ghz
CPU

e 4 USB ports; 1 VGA port; 1 serial port,
2 PS/2 ports

-ront bays for 4 x 3.5” SATA HDDs (no
HDDs included)

e 2 x 1GDbit Ethernet ports

¢ 12" 16AWG 3G power cord

12Mb frontside cache; 1333Mhz RAM

bus » 1 baseboard management controller

8Gb 1333Mhz PC2-5300 DDR RAM (BMC) Ethernet port
+ Weight: 39.2lbs, with no HDDs

400-Watt power supply
* Dimensions: 27" x 19” x 1-5/8”

Six dual-speed cooling fans
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Price”

* Bought new by Facebook for about $3,000 in 2010

e Bought by Mike from eBay for $212.50 + $39.95 shipping - new in
the box, never used

 Thethingis a BEAST
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What It Doesn’'t Come With

An owner's manual, users * An operating system

guide, spec sheet, etc.
 Any hard disk drives

Support from Dell of any kind
A warranty

A mouse
e A sound enclosure

A keyboard
* A nuclear plant to power the

A monitor dang thing


















Front Panel: 4 x 3.5” HDD Bays
(Empty), Power Button, Status LEDs




Back Panel: PSU, PSU Fans, I/0
Connectors, BMC Port
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4 x Sanyo San Ace 40
12V Counter-Rotating Dual-Speed
32CFM CPU Cooling Fans thhfulse Sensors




2 x HDD Controllers Out from | _— .
Header Board on Drive Cage £_ |
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, o, Real-Time Clock
Backup Battery
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Aspeed AST2000
Remote Management Processor
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Find a 3.5" SATA HDD to install (drive caddy already on order from
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Now \What”

Find a 3.5" SATA HDD to install (drive caddy already on order from
eBay) (< $30)

Install bootable Ubuntu Server 14.10 LTS on a 4Gb USB thumb drive
(free)

Plug in a USB keyboard & mouse, VGA monitor (on hand)
Try to get it to boot from the USB thumb drive (fingers crossed)

Install Ubuntu onto the internal HDD (yay!)
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Then What”

SelfOSS & Fever: RSS reader
server

e Plex Server: home media
server tor TV, video, movies,

Yourls: Self-hosted URL music, etc.

shortener e Mint - self-hosted traffic

Crashplan: backup server analysis
e Simon: server & website

OwnCloud: Dropbox _
monitor

replacement
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Or,

 Dozens of additional ideas on what you can do with your own server
at:


http://macminicolo.net

Or,

 Dozens of additional ideas on what you can do with your own server
at:

* blog.macminicolo.net (50 ways to use your server)


http://macminicolo.net

