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–Henry Ford

“If you always do what you’ve always done, 
you’ll always get what you’ve always got.”
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• This is how the robots take over

• Don't just suppress that lightning! Arrest it!

• If This, Then That

• Introducing Super CrapPhone!
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Why?
• Amazon is Alexa’s “first and best” customer, sending 

millions of voice queries into its AI engine everyday, 
through Amazon shopping app, Fire TV, Fire tablets

• Hundreds of developers are adding “skills” to Alexa to 
make it the voice AI interface to their apps and 
devices

• Amazon will be able to collect a “tax” on Alexa 
services used by developers
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Little did we know…
• Mike bought the Tap after getting a $30 promo discount from 

Amazon

• The machine benignly ingratiated itself into Mike’s daily life

• Mike talked about and demonstrated the Tap at the last Cove Apple 
Club meeting

• …and then…
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Yoops!
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Home UPS Systems
• Inexpensive

• Plug-and-play

• Last for years and years

• Easily replaceable, sealed batteries

• Pay for themselves the first time they do their 
job
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What will protect all this stuff?



Unprotected Appliances = Big $$



Unprotected Appliances = Big $$

• NEMA reports that damage to home 
appliances and electrical fixtures 
accounts for 80% of all lightning-related 
damages in the US
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Whole-House Surge Arrestor

• Inexpensive box that installed on the 
load center (breaker panel) of the 
house, preferably the outside panel

• Should be installed by a licensed 
electrician - 10-minute job
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Square D HEPD

• $82 on Amazon, $109 at Lowe’s

• $95 installation by Luis from Terry’s Electric 
- the best electrician I’ve ever seen

• Under $200 all-in
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• Two hot (black) leads to an 80-amp 
2-pole breaker, one for each leg of a 
120V/240V single-phase home 
service

• Ground (green) lead to ground bar

• Neutral (white) lead to neutral bar
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What it does
• Has six separate high-voltage current shunts, 

using MOVs (metal-oxide varistors) plus 
thermal and over current fusing, plus optical 
isolation

• Instantly grabs current spikes and shunts them 
to earth ground through the load center

• It will eat 80kA — 80,000 Amps — right up the 
patookis — giving its life to save your gear 

• Includes a $75,000 warranty, covering 
equipment damage



Outside load center 

Required by NEMA code on  
homes built after 1994



HEPD installed sideways 
in 0.5” NPT punch out 

as shown in instructions



Two green LEDs = All good! 

Either LED out = 
Unit has taken it in the shorts 

or 

Electrical service has been cut



80-Amp circuit breaker 
behind HEPD to link it to 

the load center 



This little machine is 
willing to give its life 
so that your electric 
toothbrush may live.



Support the Cove Apple Club
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Prime Day 2016
• Second edition of Amazon’s “Bigger 

Than Black Friday” one-day sale, just 
for Prime members

• Last year’s first-ever Prime Day saw:

• 500 orders per second

• 25x normal site traffic

• 8x normal revenue

• Added $400m to quarterly sales
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Prime Day 2016
• 100,000 deals starting at 3am ET

• Available in 21 countries with 
Prime

• Deals launching every 5 minutes 
all day long

• Some deals available only 
through Alexa on Tap/Echo/Dot/
Fire TV
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Prime Day 2016: Results
• Orders up 50% in US vs. 2015 

(implies 43,000,000 orders)

• 90,000 TVs purchased

• Mobile app volume 2.5x vs. 2015

• “Hundreds of thousands” of Kindles 
sold

•  One Alexa-only order per second

Source: amazon.com PR

http://amazon.com


Any Prime Day deals to report?
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Bum wad

• 12 “big” rolls of Cottonelle Ultra TP

• Order through Alexa only

• $5.00 each!

• SHIPPED!
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Bum deal
• Everyday price at Dollar General for 

the same exact item: $4.95

• In-stock for immediate pickup 3 
miles away

• Order 7 cases / $30 or more and 
use “FREESHIPJULY” promo code 
for free shipping

• You save $0.35 vs. Amazon Prime 
— no membership needed!
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Any Prime Day deals to report?







I’ll show those greedy bastards 
at Charter / Bright House!



I’m gonna screw them out of 
FOUR DOLLARS.



A MONTH!



And it’ll only take me ten months to 
wind up money good on the deal!





Another example of 
“How to Go Broke Saving Money” 

Brought to you by Amazon Prime
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If This, Then That

• Magical internet “plumbing” service that 
connects & automates hundreds of devices, 
apps & websites to each other

• Browse or search through thousands of 
“recipes,” developed by independent 
developers & publishers worldwide

• Free
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Example 1

• Add an item spoken to Echo shopping list to 
Evernote “Shopping List” note in General
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Example 2

• If the temperature in my house gets to 85 
degrees, send me a text message alert
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If This, Then That

• Most recipes require the IF app on 
your iPhone/iPad (free)

• Most require that you authorize 
access / permissions for the 
connected apps/services (easy)

• Try it tonight at ifttt.com

http://ifttt.com


Demo!



My Trip To The Dark Side - Spring 2015
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Our 2015 Summer of Travel
• Leaving April 21 for five weeks 

in Europe

• 16-day Transatlantic 
crossing by ship

• 11 days in Holland, Belgium, 
France

• 8 Days in Britain: Wales and 
England

• Almost three weeks in Canada 
in July

• Ten days in Ontario

• A week in Québec

• We will need mobile 
telecommunications and 
computing capabilities!



CrapPhone 2015
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Just LOOK at What-All You Get! (2015)
• BLU Advance 4.0 Dual-SIM 

smartphone with 4” touchscreen

• Crappy earbuds

• Crappy wall charger

• Crappy micro-USB charge/sync 
cable

• Crappy rear shell cover/case

• Crappy DIY screen protector

• Flimsy Spanish/English manual

• Almost all of it stuffed into 
plastic bags like garbage

• Next-to-no online support 
resources

• 90-day P&L warranty
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Google Now on CrapPhone

And Google wants to sell us an 
autonomous automobile?
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But Still!
• I paid $70, shipped.

• Slap in a 32Gb micro-SD card for $8 to get a decent amount of RAM

• Activate a PAYGO plan when we hit the ground in Europe and Canada

• It runs Mail, “Browser,” text messaging, Google Maps, Google 
Translate, HopStop, CityMapper, Dropbox, Evernote — pretty much 
everything we will need on-the-go

• And presumably, it will make and take telephone calls



CrapPhone 2016:
Now With Extra Amazon Hotness



Just LOOK at What-All You Get! 
(Super CrapPhone)



Just LOOK at What-All You Get! 
(Super CrapPhone)

• BLU R1 HD Dual-SIM 4G LTE 
smartphone with 5” HD 
touchscreen



Just LOOK at What-All You Get! 
(Super CrapPhone)

• BLU R1 HD Dual-SIM 4G LTE 
smartphone with 5” HD 
touchscreen

• 8Gb of RAM, expandable via 
microSD



Just LOOK at What-All You Get! 
(Super CrapPhone)

• BLU R1 HD Dual-SIM 4G LTE 
smartphone with 5” HD 
touchscreen

• 8Gb of RAM, expandable via 
microSD

• Unlocked - works with any GSM 
carrier (T-Mobile, AT&T, 
Consumer Cellular, etc.)



Just LOOK at What-All You Get! 
(Super CrapPhone)

• BLU R1 HD Dual-SIM 4G LTE 
smartphone with 5” HD 
touchscreen

• 8Gb of RAM, expandable via 
microSD

• Unlocked - works with any GSM 
carrier (T-Mobile, AT&T, 
Consumer Cellular, etc.)

• Pre-loaded Amazon apps:



Just LOOK at What-All You Get! 
(Super CrapPhone)

• BLU R1 HD Dual-SIM 4G LTE 
smartphone with 5” HD 
touchscreen

• 8Gb of RAM, expandable via 
microSD

• Unlocked - works with any GSM 
carrier (T-Mobile, AT&T, 
Consumer Cellular, etc.)

• Pre-loaded Amazon apps:

• Shop Amazon



Just LOOK at What-All You Get! 
(Super CrapPhone)

• BLU R1 HD Dual-SIM 4G LTE 
smartphone with 5” HD 
touchscreen

• 8Gb of RAM, expandable via 
microSD

• Unlocked - works with any GSM 
carrier (T-Mobile, AT&T, 
Consumer Cellular, etc.)

• Pre-loaded Amazon apps:

• Shop Amazon

• Kindle



Just LOOK at What-All You Get! 
(Super CrapPhone)

• BLU R1 HD Dual-SIM 4G LTE 
smartphone with 5” HD 
touchscreen

• 8Gb of RAM, expandable via 
microSD

• Unlocked - works with any GSM 
carrier (T-Mobile, AT&T, 
Consumer Cellular, etc.)

• Pre-loaded Amazon apps:

• Shop Amazon

• Kindle

• Prime Video, Music, Photos, 
Documents, Cloud Drive



Just LOOK at What-All You Get! 
(Super CrapPhone)

• BLU R1 HD Dual-SIM 4G LTE 
smartphone with 5” HD 
touchscreen

• 8Gb of RAM, expandable via 
microSD

• Unlocked - works with any GSM 
carrier (T-Mobile, AT&T, 
Consumer Cellular, etc.)

• Pre-loaded Amazon apps:

• Shop Amazon

• Kindle

• Prime Video, Music, Photos, 
Documents, Cloud Drive

• Utilities & widgets



Just LOOK at What-All You Get! 
(Super CrapPhone)

• BLU R1 HD Dual-SIM 4G LTE 
smartphone with 5” HD 
touchscreen

• 8Gb of RAM, expandable via 
microSD

• Unlocked - works with any GSM 
carrier (T-Mobile, AT&T, 
Consumer Cellular, etc.)

• Pre-loaded Amazon apps:

• Shop Amazon

• Kindle

• Prime Video, Music, Photos, 
Documents, Cloud Drive

• Utilities & widgets

• Amazon Underground



Just LOOK at What-All You Get! 
(Super CrapPhone)

• BLU R1 HD Dual-SIM 4G LTE 
smartphone with 5” HD 
touchscreen

• 8Gb of RAM, expandable via 
microSD

• Unlocked - works with any GSM 
carrier (T-Mobile, AT&T, 
Consumer Cellular, etc.)

• Pre-loaded Amazon apps:

• Shop Amazon

• Kindle

• Prime Video, Music, Photos, 
Documents, Cloud Drive

• Utilities & widgets

• Amazon Underground

• 90-day P&L warranty



But Still!



But Still!
• It’s $49, shipped (available to Prime members only)



But Still!
• It’s $49, shipped (available to Prime members only)

• Slap in a 32Gb micro-SD card for $8 to get a decent amount of RAM



But Still!
• It’s $49, shipped (available to Prime members only)

• Slap in a 32Gb micro-SD card for $8 to get a decent amount of RAM

• Activate a PAYGO plan with any GSM carrier worldwide



But Still!
• It’s $49, shipped (available to Prime members only)

• Slap in a 32Gb micro-SD card for $8 to get a decent amount of RAM

• Activate a PAYGO plan with any GSM carrier worldwide

• Use as a great international travel phone or “burner” phone



But Still!
• It’s $49, shipped (available to Prime members only)

• Slap in a 32Gb micro-SD card for $8 to get a decent amount of RAM

• Activate a PAYGO plan with any GSM carrier worldwide

• Use as a great international travel phone or “burner” phone

• Just don’t expect all the Apple-smooth-and-shiny fit-and-finish
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See you at
Cheeks!


