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• Welcome back!

• Donations & new projector

• Why You Don’t Need or Want a VPN

• Four Quick Tips to Stay Safe Online
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Remember!

• The presentation of tonight’s meeting will soon be 
available to download from our Archives website, in both 
Keynote and PDF format

• Visit CoveAppleClubArchives.com
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If You’re Joining Us Via Zoom

• Please keep your microphone muted throughout the 
meeting

• You can have your video on or of
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After the meeting

• We’ll keep the connection open until 8:30pm ET, so we 
can all chat as if we were back at Cheeks!

• Grab an adult beverage and yak it up — virtually — after 
the meeting!
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Facts

• The Club has expenses of about $550/year

• $15/month for Zoom Business

• $9/month for MailChimp paid plan

• $170/year for Wix: main website, including hosting

• $80/year for domain registrations and hosting of 
CoveAppleClubArchives.com



If you think the Cove Apple Club 
is worth your support, we 
encourage you to donate to help 
keep it going





“If you love something…help it grow.”





“Give until it feels good!”
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Donating: In person now that we’re back together!

• Donation envelopes & a drop box 
placed by the door at every meeting

• Envelopes have a space for the 
Donor’s name

• Donations tracked and reported at 
every meeting
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Donating: In person, online

• Before in-person Club meetings, we will 
show this QR code linking to our 
website’s donations page during the 
walk-in slideshow

• You can point your iPhone or iPad 
camera at this QR code, load the page, 
and donate in just a few seconds while 
you wait for the meeting to start!

SCAN ME NOW!
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Donating: Virtually

• All Club emails have a donation 
appeal at the bottom of each 
message

• We take Zelle, PayPal, Venmo, 
Apple Pay Cash, cash & check!

• There’s also a big, beautiful 
Donations page on the Club 
website
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Item(s) Subtotal: $549.99
Shipping & Handling: $0.00

 -----
Total before tax: $549.99

Estimated tax to be collected: $38.50
 -----

Grand Total:$588.49

Final Details for Order #002-3656095-7595455 
Print this page for your records.

Order Placed: March 12, 2015
Amazon.com order number: 002-3656095-7595455
Order Total: $588.49

Shipped on March 13, 2015

Items Ordered Price
1 of: Epson EX7230 Pro, WXGA Widescreen HD, 3000 Lumens Color Brightness, 3000
Lumens White Brightness, 3LCD Projector
Sold by: Amazon.com LLC 

Condition: New

$549.99

Shipping Address: 
Mike Sullivan
4421 Cypress Mill Road
Kissimmee, FL 34746
United States

Shipping Speed: 
Two-Day Shipping 

Item(s) Subtotal: $549.99
Shipping & Handling: $0.00

 -----
Total before tax: $549.99

Sales Tax: $38.50
 -----

Total for This Shipment:$588.49
 -----

Payment information
Payment Method: 
Visa | Last digits: 8715 

Billing address
Mike Sullivan
4421 Cypress Mill Road
Kissimmee, FL 34746
United States

To view the status of your order, return to Order Summary.

Please note: This is not a VAT invoice.

Conditions of Use | Privacy Notice © 1996-2015, Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiliates

Our Old 2015 Beater 



Epson PowerLite EX7230



Epson PowerLite EX7230





Epson PowerLite L400U 

WUXGA 3LCD Laser Projector
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Our New Projo $$ Thermo
• $1,500 for the new hotness

• At the end of our 4/8/20 meeting, we had $345

• A Cove Apple Club member couple came forward with a 
very generous matching donation challenge: Match every 
donation dollar-for-dollar up to $50 per donation, through 
end of April, 2020!

• The bucks started rolling in!
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Donations from Members
• 22 Generous Cove Apple Club members have donated 

$1,153.25 in cash, checks, PayPal, Zelle & Apple Pay Cash

• $808.25 (70%) of that came during the Match Challenge 
period!

• We didn’t need all of the $808.25 to hit our $1,500 goal

• Only $577.50 was needed to be matched to reach our 
$1,500 goal 
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Thanking Our 

Match Challenge Donors

• Thanks to their generosity, and everyone else who 
donated, we far exceeded our goal



Thanking Our 

Match Challenge Donors

• Thanks to their generosity, and everyone else who 
donated, we far exceeded our goal

• We will not ask our Match Challenge donors to match 
anything above our goal of $1,500, so they wound up 
contributing $577.50, or 39% of the total needed for 
the new unit
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Mission

Accomplished!

$1,500
$1,250
$1,000

$750
$500

$1,730.75!

Thank you, 
everyone!





Give Until 


It Feels Good!
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• Twenty-four donations received to date from 13 different donors
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2021 YTD Donations Update

• Twenty-four donations received to date from 13 different donors

• Total donations: $1,166.80

5/25/21



Donations by Month
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Club with your 

donations!

SCAN ME NOW!



Thank you 

for your support!


This Club 

depends on YOU!
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What is a VPN and why do they exist?

• A VPN — Virtual Private Network — is a way to connect your device to a 
remote server using a special kind of encrypted protocol called a “tunnel,” as 
if you had a dedicated wire connecting you to that server

• They were invented initially to let remote office workers connect securely to 
the corporate networks or mainframes back at HQ, without the expense of a 
“dedicated T1” line

• Now they are touted as “must-haves” to “keep you secure and your browsing 
private” by hundreds of firms
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Your 

Devices

ISP

Network Your ISP Internet Destination


Server

Mystery “VPN 

Client” Software

Supposedly encrypted

VPN “tunnel”

VPN Data Center

Somewhere


with VPN Server

More

Internet

This part of your connection is probably protected by the VPN’s 
“secure tunnel,” but really, there’s no way for you to tell.

This part is definitely 
NOT protected by the 
VPN’s “secure tunnel.”
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Claims made by VPN providers

Claim Fact Comment

Secures your connection on public Wi-
Fi networks Maybe

Moot, as >99% of all web traffic is encrypted by default, and 
100% of sensitive traffic is always encrypted (finance, health, 
banking, shopping, social networks, etc.)

Keeps you safe from hackers & identity 
theft False

VPN has nothing to do with password hacking, security breaches 
or ID theft prevention, and in fact, a VPN is an additional attack 
surface for all of those threats & more

Hides your internet traffic Maybe Have to take their word for it; as VPN providers are not regulated 
utilities as US ISPs are, we have no way to know what they do

“No logging” claims to protect your 
privacy False Dozens of VPN providers have been hacked & logs exposed on 

the public internet; no way to know which one will be next

Lets you connect to sites & apps 
banned or blocked in your region True One of the only “legitimate” uses for VPNs, and essential for 

those in conflict areas & regimes with unfree speech
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You don’t get fewer security concerns with a VPN
You get more

• Very few VPNs are from a company you’ve ever heard of

• Most are not US-based

• Few have never been compromised or found to have security flaws by white hat hackers

• Installing their VPN software onto your Mac or iOS device adds a whole new world of 
unknown threats — “larger attack surface”

• A VPN is another piece of software you must keep updated

• No independent way to verify that they do what they say they do
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But here’s the biggest security mystery

• All you’re doing with a VPN is shifting the responsibility for the security of 
your internet connection to an unregulated third party that admits they have 
servers in dozens of foreign countries

• I feel better using a federally regulated US-based publicly-traded utility to 
connect me to the internet, and rely on industry-standard, highly developed 
internet security protocols to keep my connection secure

• https://, TLS, WPA2, etc.
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Totally legit
If you need a VPN for these situations, go for it!

• You’re in the Cove but want to watch Canadian / German / UK TV news, 
programs on the Web or streaming services blocked in the US

• VPN apps can make it appear that you are in the local region, for apps & 
sites that use “geofencing”

• You want to watch an in-market sports event which is blacked out for local 
viewers

• Most streaming apps & sites detect & block VPNs, so good luck
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Totally legit
If you need a VPN for these situations, go for it!

• You’re in a conflict zone or under the rule of an unfree speech regime, and 
need to communicate freely

• You’re a whistleblower or are supplying anonymous tips or info to a news 
organization and need to obscure your location & ISP connection for 
infosec purposes
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Mike’s recco
If you must…

• Choose a VPN rated & reviewed by a prominent tech publication you’ve 
actually HEARD of, not from the site of a top hit on a Google search

• But note that those sites admit that they cannot independently verify 
MANY of the claimed features by VPN providers

• Most ratings are based on a feature-checkmark basis, taking the claims of 
VPN providers at their word

• So really, it’s a crapshoot.
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Upcoming meeting dates
All meetings begin at 7pm ET on Wednesday nights

• June 9, 2021 — 7pm

• In-person meeting in the Clubhouse & on Zoom!

• June 24, 2021 — 7pm

• In-person meeting in the Clubhouse & on Zoom!

• No meetings in July or on August 11 — ROAD TRIP!!



Four simple tips

to stay safe 
online



99% of online security threats can 
be stopped with these 4 best 
practices



And each of them are easy to do, 
and use features already on your 
Mac, iPhone and iPad



#1 - Use a password manager to 
create, store, encrypt and backup 
all of your logins





• 1Password: the first and still the 
best
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• 1Password: the first and still the 
best

• $60/year — $5/month — for a 
FAMILY account

• Easily pays for itself in time saved, 
security improved, frustration 
avoided

• 1password.com
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• If your needs are simple, use the 
built-in iCloud Keychain service 
on macOS or iOS

• Creates, stores, encrypts and 
fills-in website logins

• Free!

• Search for “Keychain” in Help on 
Mac, or “Keychain” in Apple 
Support app on iOS
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#2 - NEVER re-use passwords

• If you’re using a password manager like 1Password, it won’t let you re-use 
passwords, and will alert you if you have any reused passwords

• The danger of a re-used password:

• Hackers break into Site A and get your login credentials

• They then immediately try those credentials on thousands of other sites

• And that’s one reason your Facebook Messenger was hacked last week















#3 - Use 2-Factor Authentication 
when available
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• Most top apps, websites & 
service providers offer two-
factor authentication on their 
apps & websites

• Requires a password plus a 
second, out-of-band verification 
method, provided in 1Password 
or Safari by SMS text message

• Not perfect, but MUCH better 
than a password alone



#4 - Keep your 
devices updated with 
the latest software
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• Apple has hundreds of engineers 
working full-time to improve the 
security of their devices and 
software

• They are brilliant, and macOS 
and iOS are the most secure 
consumer platforms in the 
world, but they can’t do it all!

• Turn on Automatic Updates on 
iOS and macOS to stay safe
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Online Schmooze Session

• We’ll keep the connection open until 9pm ET, so we can 
all chat as if we were back at Cheeks!

• Grab a cold one and yak it up — virtually!




