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•Something Weird is Happening on Facebook

•Roughly 10 Great New macOS Monterey Features
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Remember!

•The presentation of tonight’s meeting will soon be available 
to download from our Archives website, in both Keynote 
and PDF format

•Visit CoveAppleClubArchives.com
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If You’re Joining Us Via Zoom

•Please keep your microphone muted throughout the 
meeting

•You can have your video on or off



Hide My Email
Dodge the spammers 
and scammers, or track 
who’s selling your info
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Hide My Email

• Introduced in new iOS 15 and macOS Monterey

• Available with any PAID iCloud plan as part of iCloud+

• You also get iCloud Private Relay (browsing privacy — better 
than a VPN!) and HomeKit Secure Video Storage

• Paid plans start at $0.99/month for 50Gb of iCloud storage

• $2.99/month: 200Gb iCloud storage + Family Sharing
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Hide My Email

• Lets you instantly create a random, unique email 
address to use when signing up for a new service, 
app, newsletter, login or whatever

• Random address forwards to your main iCloud 
email address, and you can reply from there as well

• Review, manage, delete addresses in iOS 15/iPadOS 
15, macOS Monterey or at iCloud.com

• Very, very cool — and easy!



Demo!



Learn More:

macOS Monterey

Finder ➔ Help 
➔ Search "Hide 
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Apple Support App 
➔ Search ➔ Hide 
My Email

Learn More:

iOS 15/iPadOS 15



A message from our Co-Founder



For Sale!



For Sale!



For Sale!





Originally sold for $2,799

Asking $1,000!

Talk to Bob!



Please Support 
the Cove Apple 

Club
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Facts

•The Club has expenses of about $550/year

•$15/month for Zoom Business

•$9/month for MailChimp paid plan

•$170/year for Wix: main website, including hosting

•$80/year for domain registrations and hosting of 
CoveAppleClubArchives.com



If you think the Cove Apple Club is 
worth your support, we encourage 
you to donate to help keep it going





“Give until it feels good!”
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Donating: In person now that we’re back together!

• Donation envelopes placed by the 
door at every meeting

• Just leave them with me as 
inconspicuously as possible!

• We’re working on a drop box

Cove Apple Club
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Donating: In person, online

• At in-person Club meetings, scan this QR 
code linking to our website’s donations 
page during the walk-in slideshow

• You can point your iPhone or iPad camera 
at this QR code, load the page, and donate 
in just a few seconds while you wait for 
the meeting to start!

SCAN ME NOW!
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Donating: Virtually

• All Club emails have a donation 
appeal at the bottom of each 
message

• We take Zelle, PayPal, Venmo, 
Apple Pay Cash, cash & check!

• There’s also a big, beautiful 
Donations page on the Club 
website
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New: Patreon Monthly Donations

• Sign up to donate securely every 
month in amounts as low as $3/
month

• Automatic donations every month, 
cancel any time

• Over 5,000,000 patrons support 
over 200,000 organizations like 
ours through Patreon

• Visit the Donate page at 
coveappleclub.com to get started 

http://coveappleclub.com
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2021 YTD Donations Update

•Forty-two donations received to date from 16 different donors
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2021 YTD Donations Update

•Forty-two donations received to date from 16 different donors

•Total donations: $2,021.80!

10/27/2021



2021 Donations by Month
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Support the 
Club with your 

donations!

SCAN ME NOW!



Thank you 

for your support!


This Club 

depends on YOU!



Something Weird is 
Happening on 
Facebook





Typical Facebook 
clickbait — banal 
and harmless



Typical Facebook 
clickbait — banal 
and harmless

How cute!


Click and share!
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But this post is a 
little different

This one?

The first post from 
this same account 
generated 46 
comments and 118 
shares



Same 
Account 



You probably see dozens 
of posts like these in 
your Facebook feed 
every day













What the heck is going on? 


Why is Facebook suddenly flooded with 
hundreds of millions of gibberish posts like 
these, that get immense engagement 
(likes and shares)?



In many cases they’re coming from pages 
purporting to be “blogs,” which in fact are 
nodes in an “affiliate network.”



In many cases they’re coming from pages 
purporting to be “blogs,” which in fact are 
nodes in an “affiliate network.”
These networks are like Tupperware, 
LuLaRoe, Herbalife or Amway: they sell 
clicks, and collect Facebook “likes” and 
comments in order to sell that engagement 
to ad networks.



Where is the money — the incentive — 
coming from for these “affiliate 
networks”?



The pages generating these clickbait posts 
have little content and no products to sell.

Where is the money — the incentive — 
coming from for these “affiliate 
networks”?



This is the 
home page for 
the user of the 
first two posts 
we looked at … 
she is not 
selling 
anything!



This is the 
home page for 
the user of the 
first two posts 
we looked at … 
she is not 
selling 
anything!







But look at 
her 
audience 
numbers!



Facebook allows advertisers (their actual 
customers) to pull user profile data from 
anyone interacting with their content.



Someone appears to be pouring enormous 
energy and effort into a data collection 
project aimed at building personality profiles 
from social media interaction…again. 


This has been tried before, most prominently by 
Cambridge Analytica back in 2016. 


Facebook allows advertisers (their actual 
customers) to pull user profile data from 
anyone interacting with their content.





Same post, same account - six weeks apart.

Notice the difference?





The “…is with…” posts generate orders of 
magnitude more engagement!



The “…is with…” posts generate orders of 
magnitude more engagement!

How this works is murky, but it’s clear that 
someone has found a way to gain 
absolutely stellar reach for these apparent 
spam posts. 


What they have in common is help from 
these sketchy “affiliate networks.”



Now on to even more troubling posts 
following the same pattern…



If you spend any time on Facebook you’ve probably 
noticed a blizzard of question memes coming from 
clickbait accounts. 


You’ve likely either commented on them yourself or 
seen comments from close friends.



If you spend any time on Facebook you’ve probably 
noticed a blizzard of question memes coming from 
clickbait accounts. 


You’ve likely either commented on them yourself or 
seen comments from close friends.

Many of these posts look like they’re probing for 
answers to security/verification questions, but the 
ugly reality is that your passwords are nearly 
worthless.











How valuable would it be to build up profiles 
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these answers, while also learning the 
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How valuable would it be to build up profiles 
of millions of social media accounts based on 
these answers, while also learning the 
contours of their social networks?

Feed that kind of sentiment data through a 
machine learning algorithm and someone 
could develop a dataset on which to build a 
powerful disinformation campaign.



Someone seems to think there’s value here, 
investing significant time and money by 
recruiting affiliate networks to distribute this 
content and gather results.



Someone seems to think there’s value here, 
investing significant time and money by 
recruiting affiliate networks to distribute this 
content and gather results.

Some of these posts seem aimed at 
personality data.









Another fleet of posts like these look to be 
much more political and aimed at collecting 
demographic/ideological hints…













How old are you? Where do you live? Where do 
you like to vacation? How do you feel about 
certain laws?



How old are you? Where do you live? Where do 
you like to vacation? How do you feel about 
certain laws?

Look at the comments (often hundreds of 
thousands!) and you’ll see people simply posting 
that data, plus specific details. 


Thanks to advances in sentiment analysis and the 
declining cost of compute power, it’s possible to get 
remarkable insights from masses of text-based data.



Without more research, or perhaps even a 
subpoena, it’s impossible to nail down exactly 
what’s happening here, but there are some 
clear precedents.

If these “affiliate networks” aren’t being used 
to improve some voter profiling project, it 
would be a surprise.



Naturally, Facebook is either oblivious to 
these actors (hard to believe), or is complicit 
in the scheme because it brings in a lot of 
cash.



What can you do?



#1 — Don’t interact with pages / posts from 
anyone YOU DON’T KNOW PERSONALLY.



As much fun as it might be to let the world 
know what your favorite 60’s TV show was or 
if you like tacos, please show some self-
restraint and DON’T SHARE THAT INFO — 
even if your friends are “tagged” into the 
post!



It’s because they were tagged into the post 
that it appeared in your feed in the first 
place!

As much fun as it might be to let the world 
know what your favorite 60’s TV show was or 
if you like tacos, please show some self-
restraint and DON’T SHARE THAT INFO — 
even if your friends are “tagged” into the 
post!



#2 — Keep your private life private. 


Don’t over-share. 


Don’t share with strangers.



#3 — Just don’t!



Or, if you feel you MUST, do what I do … 
sometimes.
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🤞
• Private Relay — Safe 

browsing without a VPN

• Universal Control (if our 
MacBook Air can do it!)

• System-Wide Translation

• New Maps experiences

Demos at next meeting:
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Upcoming meeting dates
All meetings begin at 7pm ET on Wednesday nights

•November 10

•November 24 - NO MEETING! Thanksgiving Eve 🦃

•December 1 - No Holiday Party — 🙁

•December 8 - Yes!

•December 22 — TBA 🎄




