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Tonight’s Topics

* Hide My Email
e Something Weird is Happening on Facebook

®* Roughly 10 Great New macOS Monterey Features
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* The presentation of tonight’s meeting will soon be available
to download from our Archives website, in both Keynote

and PDF format



Remember!

* The presentation of tonight’s meeting will soon be available
to download from our Archives website, in both Keynote

and PDF format
o Visit CoveAppleClubArchives.com
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If You’re Joining Us Via Zoom

* Please keep your microphone muted throughout the
meeting



If You’re Joining Us Via Zoom

* Please keep your microphone muted throughout the
meeting

* You can have your video on or off



Hide My Email

Dodge the spammers
and scammers, or track
who’s selling your info

Hide my emaill

Keep your personal email address private by
creating a unique, random address that
forwards to your personal inbox and can be
deleted at any time.

01_shrieks.flory@icloud.com

Important: If you need to reference or manage
this address, you can find it in iCloud Settings.

Continue
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Hide My Email

* Introduced in new iOS 15 and macOS Monterey

e Available with any PAID iCloud plan as part of iCloud +

* You also get iCloud Private Relay (browsing privacy — better
than a VPN!) and HomeKit Secure Video Storage

* Paid plans start at $0.99/month for 50Gb of iCloud storage

* $2.99/month: 200Gb iCloud storage + Family Sharing




Hide My Email

9:41 AM Tue Sep 14 oo

MO < > betterbuild.com &

BetterBUild PODCAST  FEATURES

» iCloud+

Hide My Email

You can add a note to help you remember how
you use this email address.

blue126_cat®@icloud.com

betterbuild.com

Better Build weekly update

Use

iCloud Settings

SUBMISSIONS

Cancel

Pl




Hide My Email

® Lets you instantly create a random, unique email
address to use when signing up for a new service,
app, newsletter, login or whatever
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® Lets you instantly create a random, unique email
address to use when signing up for a new service,
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Hide My Email

You can add a note to help you remember how
you use this email address.

e Random address forwards to your main iCloud
email address, and you can reply from there as well

blue126_cat®@icloud.com

better build.com

Better Build weekly update
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® Lets you instantly create a random, unique email
address to use when signing up for a new service,
app, newsletter, login or whatever
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You can add a note to help you remember how
you use this email address.

e Random address forwards to your main iCloud
email address, and you can reply from there as well

blue126_cat®@icloud.com

better build.com

* Review, manage, delete addresses in 10S 15/iPadOS
15, macOS Monterey or at iCloud.com




Hide My Email

® Lets you instantly create a random, unique email
address to use when signing up for a new service,
app, newsletter, login or whatever

m < > A betterbllldicomia

BetterBuild

Hide My Email

You can add a note to help you remember how
you use this email address.

e Random address forwards to your main iCloud
email address, and you can reply from there as well

blue126_cat®@icloud.com

better build.com

* Review, manage, delete addresses in 10S 15/iPadOS
15, macOS Monterey or at iCloud.com

® Very, very cool — and easy!
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Learn More:
maCOS M()nterey @ Finder File Edit View Go Window Help

Hide My Email (%)

(® Use Hide My Email on Mac

(?) Set up iCloud features on Mac

(?) Change General preferences on Mac

®
9 (?) Set up your Apple ID iCloud preferences on Mac
].Il er e p (?) What is iCloud?

(?) Protect your privacy and data

o
) ' ' (?) Change iCloud preferences for your Apple ID on...
e arc ]. e (?) Use Sign in with Apple on Mac

(?) Change Name, Phone, Email preferences for your...

My Email"




L.earn More:
macOS Monterey

Finder = Help
->» Search "Hide
My Email"

® o macOS User Guide M Q

®» Use Hide My Email on Mac

When you subscribe to iCloud +, you can use Hide My Email to generate unique, random email addresses
that forward to your personal email account, so you don’t have to share your real email address when filling
out a form on the web or signing up for a newsletter. You can choose to forward emails to your iCloud Mail
address or any email address associated with your Apple ID.

On the Mac, you can use Hide My Email with Safari. See Hide your personal email address in Safari.

You can also set up and use Hide My Email addresses in iCloud preferences. Go to Apple menu & > System
Preferences, click Apple ID, select iCloud in the sidebar, then click Options next to Hide My Email.

To set up Hide My Email across all your iOS and iPadOS devices and on iCloud.com, see Set up and use
Hide My Email in iCloud+ on all your devices.

You can subscribe to iCloud+ or to Apple One, which includes iCloud+ and other services. See the Apple
Support article Bundle Apple subscriptions with Apple One.

Note: iCloud+ features aren’t available in all countries or regions. See the Apple Support article Availability
of Apple Media Services.
Set up Hide My Email addresses

1. On your Mac, choose Apple menu & > System Preferences, click Apple ID @, then select iCloud in the
sidebar.

Open Apple ID preferences for me

2. Next to Hide My Email, click Options.

=9 Hide My Email Options...



Learn More:
i0OS 15/iPadOS 15 -

Products

My Devices

Mike's iPad Air 256Gb

-~ . Mike's AirPods This iPad Air
e O r | Paired AirPods AppleCare+
u. Device Details

Ad Mlke’s IYIac)Book Air

o .
_ _ Topics
e E l [ C 1 e } Mike's iPhone 12 Pro Max
- iIPhone 12 Pro Max
P Repairs & Physical Damage

— Living Rogm Apple TV

‘ ople d‘,r l :
M APP! -/\/‘— Device Performance
I 'I, I I l a I | & R -
Appie TV HL Subscriptions & Purchases

- Mike's iMac
: Mac 27 & | Apple Store Shopping

You can manage your devices in Settings. To
manage AirPods, go to Find My. a Passwords & Security

My Services Update, Backup & Restore

Apple Card
PP More

Apple TV+
Support for Services

Eua Apple Arcade




L.earn More:
i0OS 15/1PadOS 15

Apple Support App
-> Search = Hide

My Email

4 Search 9:02 AM Wed Oct 27

Q. hide my email

What is Hide My Email?

HideMyEmail lets you create unique, random email addresses to use with apps, webs
sonal email can stay private. It's built in to Sign in with Apple and i

and more so your petl

Learn more about Hide My Email and iCloud+
HideMyEmail is a service that's included with your iCloud+ subscription. Witl
HideMyEmail, you can generate unique, random email addresses that automatically

Use Custom Emall Domaln with iCloud Mail

\A/L c | \ ) ~ Fivs . “+ A1 I A . 4 .
When you subscribe to iCloud+, you can use up to five custom domains to sent

W;emaﬂfwwwjpweMaH Learn how to get started
Use Hide My Email on Mac
On your N Jpgrade your iCloud storage to include iCloud+ and use the enhancec

Jrivacy JHMeMyEman

Create and edit Hide My Email addresses on iCloud.com

On iCloud.com, create HideMyemail addresses to hide your personal email address anc

edit ones you already have

Set up and use Hide My Ema|I in iCloud+ on aII your devices
s HideMyEmail on ¢ avices

Learn how to set up anc

Create unlque random emall addresses with Hide My Email and iCloud+
Get an overview of how you can hide your personal email address with HideMyEmail

Stop using, reactlvate or delete a Hide My Emall address on iCloud.com
On iCloud.com, deactive e HideMyEmail addresses you're no longer using

Create and manage Hide My Email addresses in Settings on iPhone

On iPhone, use HideMyEmail s U don't have to share your real email address whel

filling out a form on the web o m;JM@_mWUv;w;ufkkg

Create and manage H|de My Email addresses in Settings on |Pad

}‘

Cancel

mail

OniPad, L HweMyEman ou don’t have to share your real email address when filling
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‘ Overview Displays Storage Support Service

macOS Big Sur

Version 11.6

MacBook Pro (15-inch, 2018)

Processor 2.6 GHz 6-Core Intel Core i7
Memory 32 GB 2400 MHz DDR4

Startup Disk Macintosh HD

Graphics Intel UHD Graphics 630 1536 MB
Serial Number CO02YK3HLJGHG6

For Sale!

- System Report... Software Update...




Hardware Overview:

Model Name: MacBook Pro
Model Identifier: MacBookPro15,1
Processor Name: 6-Core Intel Core i7
Processor Speed: 2.6 GHz
Number of Processors: 1
' Total Number of Cores: 6
F()r Sale. L2 Cache (per Core): 256 KB
L3 Cache: 9 MB
Hyper-Threading Technology: Enabled
Memory: 32 GB
System Firmware Version: 1554.140.20.0.0 (iBridge: 18.16.14759.0.1,0)
Serial Number (system): CO2YK3HLJGHG6
Hardware UUID: S5DFAEF9F-C3EF-5697-8C91-33255203370B
Provisioning UDID: S5DFAEF9F-C3EF-5697-8C91-33255203370B

Activation Lock Status: Disabled







Originally sold for $2,799
Asking $1,000!

Talk to Bob!



Please Support
the Cove Apple
Club
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bacts

* The Club has expenses of about $550/year

e $15/month for Zoom Business

* $9/month for MailChimp paid plan

® $170/year for Wix: main website, including hosting

® $80/year for domain registrations and hosting of
CoveAppleClubArchives.com



If you think the Cove Apple Club is
worth your support, we encourage
you to donate to help keep it going






“Give until it feels good!”



Donating: In person now that we’re back together!
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Donating: In person now that we’re back together!

 Donation envelopes placed by the
door at every meeting

* Just leave them with me as Cove Apnl. ~
inconspicuously as possible! aa Pble

e We’re working on a drop box



Donating: In person, online

SCAN ME NOW!
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* At in-person Club meetings, scan this QR E h E
code linking to our website’s donations J
I
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page during the walk-in slideshow

SCAN ME NOW!




Donating: In person, online

"N -
* At in-person Club meetings, scan this QR E h E
code linking to our website’s donations ﬂ )
page during the walk-in slideshow — -

® You can point your iPhone or iPad camera
at this QR code, load the page, and donate
in just a few seconds while you wait for
the meeting to start!

SCAN ME NOW!




Donating: Virtually



Donating: Virtually

e All Club emails have a donation
appeal at the bottom of each
message

Our club is 100% donor-funded by those who enjoy the Cove Apple Club
and want to keep the fun going. If that sounds like you, we'd really appreciate

your support -- in any amount, anytime, and by any method -- to help us pay
the bills and keep the Club fun and hassle-free.

YOUR donation -- as little or as much as you're comfy with -- keeps the Club
fun and healthy for everyone, and if everyone just gives a little bit a few times a
year, our money needs will be easily under control.

To make donating easy and safe, we've set up secure, easy ways for you
to donate online, right from your Mac or iPhone, using Zelle, PayPal or Venmo.

See complete details and step-by-step instructions for each method
on the Donate page on the Club website. Or just hop on over
to CoveAppleClub.com/donate. If you'd rather mail a check,
email info@coveappleclub.com for instructions on how you can do that.




Donating: Virtually

e All Club emails have a donation
appeal at the bottom of each
message

* We take Zelle, PayPal, Venmo,
Apple Pay Cash, cash & check!

Our club is 100% donor-funded by those who enjoy the Cove Apple Club
and want to keep the fun going. If that sounds like you, we'd really appreciate

your support -- in any amount, anytime, and by any method -- to help us pay
the bills and keep the Club fun and hassle-free.

YOUR donation -- as little or as much as you're comfy with -- keeps the Club
fun and healthy for everyone, and if everyone just gives a little bit a few times a
year, our money needs will be easily under control.

To make donating easy and safe, we've set up secure, easy ways for you
to donate online, right from your Mac or iPhone, using Zelle, PayPal or Venmo.

See complete details and step-by-step instructions for each method
on the Donate page on the Club website. Or just hop on over
to CoveAppleClub.com/donate. If you'd rather mail a check,
email info@coveappleclub.com for instructions on how you can do that.




Donating: Virtually

e All Club emails have a donation
appeal at the bottom of each
message

* We take Zelle, PayPal, Venmo,
Apple Pay Cash, cash & check!

* There’s also a big, beautiful
Donations page on the Club
website

i
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The Cove Apple Club runs exclusively on donations, freely offered by members and friends who wish to support and grow the Club.
The Club doesn't charge dues, and we have no other outside funding.

Everyone who enjoys the Cove Apple Club is encouraged to donate, as often as they like, in any amount they like, and in any way they like.

At Cove Apple Club meetings, you'll find a donation jar and a stack of donation envelopes near the door.

If you want to receive credit for your donation on our "Donor Scoreboard," write your name (or a pseudonym, if you like!) on the donation envelope
and place your donation inside, then deposit the envelope.

To donate anonymously, drop cash directly into the donation jar, or place it inside a blank envelope.

You can donate securely and quickly online using several trusted methods. If you would like your donation to be recorded as "Anonymous" or under
a pseudonym, please include your instructions with your donations.

ZELLE: Zelle is a secure, instant bank-to-bank transfer that is supported by almost all US-based banks and credit unions. There is no fee to
sender or recipient, and no account information is ever sent to the recipient.

« On your iPhone:
o Open the mobile app for your bank or credit union, then look for "Transfer / Zelle" in the app. Choose "Send or Receive money with Zelle,”
then follow the prompts to send money to banking@coveappleclub.com.

« On your Mac:
o Visit your bank website, then click the link for "Transfer / Zelle." Follow the prompts to send money to banking@coveappleclub.com.

PAYPAL: PayPal is the internet's original instant money transfer service. PayPal is secure, safe and used by millions to pay for goods and services
every day. There is no fee to send money to the Cave Apple Club when funded by a bank account linked to your PayPal account.

« On your iPhone with the PayPal app installed:
o Open the PayPal app on your iPhone and login, then tap "Send." In the "Name, @usermame, emalil, ..." field, enter @coveappleclub, then
follow the prompts to send your donation.

e On your Mac:
o Click this link to go to the Cove Apple Club page on PayPal.com. Enter a donation amount and click Next, then login to your account and
send your donation, or:

the "Name, @username, email, ..." field," enter the amount you wish to donate, then choose "Sending to a friend," then review and
complete your donation on the next screen.

VENMO: Venmo offers free money transfers to other Venmo users when you use funds from your bank checking account or debit card. Venmo
works exclusively through their free iPhone app, which you can download from the App Store.

« On your iPhone with the Venmo app installed, tap this link to open Venmo, then follow the prompts to complete your donation; or,
« Open the Venmo app on your iPhone, then tap "Pay or Request." In the "Name, @username, phone, or email field," enter @Cove-Apple-Club,
then follow the prompts to complete your donation.

% © 2008-2020 Cove Apple Club &
& All Rights Reserved &
Just in case it's not obvious, the Cove Apple Club is
not associatated with Apple, Inc. in any way.

The Cove Apple Club meets at
Cypress Cove Nudist Resort
Kissimmee, Florida 34746 - USA

Email:

B
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New: Patreon Monthly D

Cove Apple Club

Cove Apple Club

is creating knowledge, friends & fun at Cypress Cove

Select a membership level

Cove Apple Club Member Cove Apple Club Patron VIP Mega-Patron

$3 $5 $10

PER MONTH PER MONTH PER MONTH
Your $3/month donation (about the price $60/year! Wow! Your $5/month donation Are you serious?! Whooooo!
of a beer during Happy Hour at Cheeks!) to the Club -- about as much as a coffee
to the Club keeps things simple, and helps and a donut each month -- shows you Your $10/month donation to the Club
support the Club strong. have a big, big heart for all things Cove REALLY shows you have a big love for the

Apple Club! Cove Apple Club, and that you want to
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month in amounts as low as $3/
month

Cove Apple Club

Cove Apple Club

is creating knowledge, friends & fun at Cypress Cove

Select a membership level

Cove Apple Club Member Cove Apple Club Patron VIP Mega-Patron

$3 $5 $10

PER MONTH PER MONTH PER MONTH
Your $3/month donation (about the price $60/year! Wow! Your $5/month donation Are you serious?! Whooooo!
of a beer during Happy Hour at Cheeks!) to the Club -- about as much as a coffee
to the Club keeps things simple, and helps and a donut each month -- shows you Your $10/month donation to the Club
support the Club strong. have a big, big heart for all things Cove REALLY shows you have a big love for the

Apple Club! Cove Apple Club, and that you want to



http://coveappleclub.com

New: Patreon Monthly Donations

e Sign up to donate securely every
month in amounts as low as $3/
month

e Automatic donations every month,
cancel any time

Cove Apple Club Member

$3

PER MONTH

Your $3/month donation (about the price
of a beer during Happy Hour at Cheeks!)
to the Club keeps things simple, and helps
support the Club strong.

Cove Apple Club

is creating knowledge, friends & fun at Cypress Cove

Select a membership level

Cove Apple Club Patron

$5

PER MONTH

$60/year! Wow! Your $5/month donation
to the Club -- about as much as a coffee
and a donut each month -- shows you
have a big, big heart for all things Cove
Apple Club!

Cove Apple Club

VIP Mega-Patron

$10

PER MONTH

Are you serious?! Whooooo!

Your $10/month donation to the Club
REALLY shows you have a big love for the
Cove Apple Club, and that you want to
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New: Patreon Monthly Donations

e Sign up to donate securely every
month in amounts as low as $3/
month

Cove Apple Club

O

e Automatic donations every month,
cancel any time Cove Apple Club

is creating knowledge, friends & fun at Cypress Cove

e Over 5,000,000 patrons support Select a membership level
Over 200, OOO Organizations like Cove Apple Club Member Cove Apple Club Patron VIP Mega-Patron
ours through Patreon 63 §5 $10

PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

Your $3/month donation (about the price $60/year! Wow! Your $5/month donation Are you serious?! Whooooo !

of a beer during Happy Hour at Cheeks!) to the Club -- about as much as a coffee

to the Club keeps things simple, and helps and a donut each month -- shows you Your $10/month donation to the Club
support the Club strong. have a big, big heart for all things Cove REALLY shows you have a big love for the

Apple Club! Cove Apple Club, and that you want to
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New: Patreon Monthly Donations

e Sign up to donate securely every
month in amounts as low as $3/
month

Cove Apple Club

O

e Automatic donations every month,
cancel any time Cove Apple Club

is creating knowledge, friends & fun at Cypress Cove

e Over 5,000,000 patrons support Select a membership level
Over 200, OOO Organizations like Cove Apple Club Member Cove Apple Club Patron VIP Mega-Patron
ours through Patreon 63 §5 $10

PER MONTH PER MONTH PER MONTH

[ J [
e Visit the Donate page at
Your $3/month donation (about the price $60/year! Wow! Your $5/month donation Are you serious?! Whooooo !
CO V eapple ClUb ° CO I I I tO get Started of a beer during Happy Hour at Cheeks!) to the Club -- about as much as a coffee
to the Club keeps things simple, and helps and a donut each month -- shows you Your $10/month donation to the Club
support the Club strong. have a big, big heart for all things Cove REALLY shows you have a big love for the

Apple Club! Cove Apple Club, and that you want to
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2021 YTD Donations Update

® Forty-two donations received to date from 16 different donors

10/27/2021



2021 YTD Donations Update

® Forty-two donations received to date from 16 different donors

e Total donations: $2,021.80!

10/27/2021



2021 Donations by Month
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$0

10/27/2021
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Support the
Club with your
donations!

SCAN ME NOW!




Thank you
for your support!

This Club
depends on YOU!



Something Weird is
Happenlng OIl What was your first car?
Facebook
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Marry a guy who says
things like:

-I'm proud of you

-| can't believe you're mine
-You're right, | was wrong
-You can do it baby

-I'll go get you tacos

-No, 7 Tacos isnt alot

The Keeper of the Cheerios-Blog
September 14 at 2:00 PM - &

¢ Because tacos are life

Qs 503 46 Comments 118 Shares



Typical Facebook
clickbait — banal
and harmless

# 7% It's Always Autumn

V= September 24 at 10:14 PM - Q
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things like:

-I'm proud of you

-| can't believe you're mine
-You're right, | was wrong
-YOou can do it baby

-|'ll go get you tacos

-No , / Tacos isnt alot

The Keeper of the Cheerios-Blog
September 14 at 2:.00 PM - O

¢ Because tacos are life

Oe 0 503 46 Comments 118 Shares



Typical Facebook
clickbait — banal
and harmless

How cute!

Click and share!

*1% It's Always Autumn
V=¥ September 24 at10:14 PM - O

Marry a guy who says
things like:

-I'm proud of you

-| can't believe you're mine
-You're right, | was wrong
-You can do It baby

-|"ll go get you tacos

-No , / Tacos isnt alot

The Keeper of the Cheerios-Blog
September 14 at 2:00 PM - &

¢ Because tacos are life

o; o 503 46 Comments 118 Shares



% It's Always Autumn is with Paul McNeil and 9 others. |
= September 14 at 9:54 PM - Q

But this post is a

little different What is one

thing
feenagers
really need




But this post is a
little different

The first post from
this same account
generated 46
comments and 118
shares

g\:p Septem

ber 14 at 9:54 PM - &

What is one
thing
feenagers
really need

OO 250K 1.4M Comments 35K Shares

oY Like (J Commen t &> Share

It's Always Autumn is with Paul McNeil and 9 others.
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Marry a guy who says

% It's Always Autumn is with Paul McNeil and 9 others.
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-I'm proud of you
-l can't believe you

-You're right, | was Same
-You can do it bab ACCOunt

-I'll go get you tacc
-No , 7/ Tacos isnt I

The Keeper of the Cheerios-Blog
September 14 at 2:00 PM - &3

¢ Because tacos are life OO 250k

OO 503 46 Commen ts 118 Shares 7Y Like

thing
2enagers
eally need
today?
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You probably see dozens
of posts like these in bt was vour firet ears
your Facebook feed
every day




Icommented.

replied to a comment.
=8 That ain't right

o
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®
LB October 3 at 8:23 PM - S

That ain't right
October 2 at 12:28 AM - @

The last thing you ate is what you have
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What the heck is going on?

Why is Facebook suddenly flooded with
hundreds of millions of gibberish posts like

these, that get immense engagement
(likes and shares)?



In many cases they’re coming from pages
purporting to be “blogs,” which in fact are
nodes in an “affiliate network.”



In many cases they’re coming from pages
purporting to be “blogs,” which in fact are
nodes in an “affiliate network.”

These networks are like Tupperware,
LuLaRoe, Herbalife or Amway: they sell
clicks, and collect Facebook “likes” and
comments in order to sell that engagement
to ad networks.



Where is the money — the incentive —
coming from for these “affiliate
networks”?



Where is the money — the incentive —
coming from for these “affiliate
networks”?

The pages generating these clickbait posts
have little content and no products to sell.



This is the
home page for
the user of the
first two posts
we looked at ...
she is not
selling
anything!
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am for early detection. If you're due for a mammogram, please call
to schedule one today - it could save your life. (Find resources to
help with low or no cost mammograms in the post.)
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But look at
her
audience
numbers!
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Facebook allows advertisers (their actual
customers) to pull user profile data from
anyone interacting with their content.



Facebook allows advertisers (their actual
customers) to pull user profile data from
anyone interacting with their content.

Someone appears to be pouring enormous
energy and effort into a data collection
project aimed at building personality profiles
from social media interaction...again.

This has been tried before, most prominently by
Cambridge Analytica back in 2016.



THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO CONSTANTLY
D0 THOSE "NAMETESTS" ON FACEBOOK
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Same post, same account - six weeks apart.
Notice the difference?
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Pick your perfect Fall day:

A B:
drive to see the favorite book,
fall leaves, dinner pumpkin bread,
out with friends fall scented candle

C: D:
visit pumpkin long walk in the
patch, eat a woods, bonfire,
caramel apple, warm apple cider
Halloween movie
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Pick your perfect Fall day:
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visit pumpkin long walk in the
patch, eat a woods, bonfire,
caramel apple, warm apple cider
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C: D: C: D:
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The “...1s with...” posts generate orders of
magmtude more engagement!



The “...1s with...” posts generate orders of
magmtude more engagement!

How this works is murky, but it’s clear that
someone has found a way to gain

absolutely stellar reach for these apparent
spam posts.

What they have in common is help from
these sketchy “affiliate networks.”



Now on to even more troubling posts
following the same pattern...



If you spend any time on Facebook you’ve probably
noticed a blizzard of question memes coming from
clickbait accounts.

You've likely either commented on them yourself or
seen comments from close friends.



If you spend any time on Facebook you’ve probably
noticed a blizzard of question memes coming from
clickbait accounts.

You've likely either commented on them yourself or
seen comments from close friends.

Many of these posts look like they’re probing for
answers to security/verification questions, but the
ugly reality is that your passwords are nearly
worthless.
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How valuable would it be to build up profiles
of millions of social media accounts based on
these answers, while also learning the
contours of their social networks?



How valuable would it be to build up profiles
of millions of social media accounts based on
these answers, while also learning the
contours of their social networks?

Feed that kind of sentiment data through a
machine learning algorithm and someone
could develop a dataset on which to build a
powerful disinformation campaign.



Someone seems to think there’s value here,
investing significant time and money by
recruiting affiliate networks to distribute this
content and gather results.



Someone seems to think there’s value here,
investing significant time and money by
recruiting affiliate networks to distribute this
content and gather results.

Some of these posts seem aimed at
personality data.
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Another fleet of posts like these look to be
much more political and aimed at collecting
demographic/ideological hints...
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How old are you? Where do you live? Where do
you like to vacation? How do you feel about
certain laws?



How old are you? Where do you live? Where do
you like to vacation? How do you feel about
certain laws?

L.ook at the comments (often hundreds of
thousands!) and you’ll see people simply posting
that data, plus specific details.

Thanks to advances in sentiment analysis and the
declining cost of compute power, it’s possible to get
remarkable insights from masses of text-based data.



Without more research, or perhaps even a
subpoena, it’s impossible to nail down exactly
what’s happening here, but there are some
clear precedents.

If these “affiliate networks” aren’t being used
to improve some voter profiling project, it
would be a surprise.



Naturally, Facebook is either oblivious to
these actors (hard to believe), or is complicit

in the scheme because it brings in a lot of
cash.



What can you do?



#1 — Don’t interact with pages / posts from
anyone YOU DON’T KNOW PERSONALLY.



As much fun as it might be to let the world
know what your favorite 60’s TV show was or
if you like tacos, please show some seli-
restraint and DON’T SHARE THAT INFO —
even 1if your friends are “tagged” into the
post!



As much fun as it might be to let the world
know what your favorite 60’s TV show was or
if you like tacos, please show some seli-
restraint and DON’T SHARE THAT INFO —
even 1if your friends are “tagged” into the
post!

It’s because they were tagged into the post
that it appeared in your feed in the first
place!




#2 — Keep your private life private.
Don’t over-share.

Don’t share with strangers.



#3 — Just don’t!



Or, if you feel you MUST, do whatI do ...
sometimes.



replied to a comment.

O That ain't right |
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n and 68K others 676K Comments 11K Shares
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%. This 1s fun! I'll fill In my answers!
See If you want to play along!

- Location of your first date: Please

- Childhood nickname: stop

- The year you got your driver's license: posting
- High school mascot: personal

- Favorite brand of beer: information

- The year you turned 50: hackers

- The make of your first car: use

- Name of your hometown: to

- Favorite teacher’s last name: steal

- Boxers or briefs? your

- Favorite shoe color: identity

- Animal you'd most like to be: on

- First place you flew to in an airplane: Facebook. © ®
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Upcoming meeting dates
All meetings begin at 7pm ET on Wednesday nights

* November 10
 November 24 - NO MEETING! Thanksgiving Eve @
e December 1 - No Holiday Party —

® December 8 - Yes!

e December 22 — TBA #
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